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HOME  MAKERS 1  CHAT  Thursday,  November  24,  1938 

(  Thanksgiving  Day) 

i 

(for  broadcast  use  only) 

SUBJECT:  "THANKSGIVING  ON  THE  "D'S"  FARM. "     Information  from  the  Farm  Security 
Administration,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

I  suppose  it  would  he  appropriate  to  open  my  talk  today  with  that  good  old 
school  reader  verse  about  "Over  the  river  and  through  the  woods,  to  Grandmother's 
house  we  go, "  and  so  on. 

But  the  family  I  want  to  tell  you  about  isn't  entertaining  this  Thanksgiving. 
Nevertheless,  the  "D's",  as  we'll  call  them,  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,  and  if 
Dinner  is  not  my  theme,  you  could  use  the  letter  "D"  to  express  the  atmosphere  in 
which  this  story  starts.    Difficulty,  Discouragement,  and  Defeat  characterized  the 
"D"  family's  situation  and  led  them  to  apply  to  the  Farm  Security  Administration 
for  help.     This  was  in  June,  1935. 

(By  way  of  parenthesis,  I  could  add  that  among  the  approximately  600,000 
families  which  have  struck  bottom  and  been  given  a  fresh  start  by  the  Farm  Security 
Administration  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Depression,  Drought,  Dust 
storms,  Disease  and  Debts  also  account  for  family  Difficulties!) 

To  go  on  with  the  "D"  family.    When  they  asked  for  financial  aid  three  years 
ago,  they  had  literally  nowhere  to  turn.     They  were  frightened  and  desperate,  below 
par  in  most  respects.     They  had  a  farm,  but  no  farm  tools.     No  livestock.     No  source 
of  money  income  except  the  grandfather's  small  pension-  $15  a  month-  and  occasional 
odd  jobs.     The  bank  was  demanding  surrender  of  their  property  to  satisfy  the  mort- 
gage.    There  was  a  large  unpaid  grocery  bill. 

It  was  to  their  credit  that  they  had  always  farmed,  and  that,  except  for  the 
grandfather,  all  were  well  and  sturdy.    They  showed  an  unusually  wholesome  spirit 
of  family  unity.     So  their  application  was  favorably  considered. 

The  farm  supervisor  and  home  supervisor  for  their  district  saw  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  rebuild  this  family's  life  from  the  very  bottom.    They  were  in  no 
state  of  mind  to  think  things  through  for  themselves.     They  needed  cash  for  live-' 
stock  and  farm  tools,  for  immediate  family  living  until  they  could  raise  their  own 
produce;  but  still  more  important,  they  needed  a  plan  by  means  of  which  they  could 
get  both  money  income  and  family  living  out  of  the  farm,  and  at  the  same  time  grad- 
ually get  ahead 'financially.     Or,  as  the  planning  people  put  it,   "increase  their  net 
worth" . 

In  1935  the  mother  and  father  in  the  "D"  family  were  each  about  30  years  old; 
the  4  children  were  aged  9,6,4,  and  5  months;   the  grandfather  was  73.     They  had  in- 
vested their  all  in  a  down  payment  on  the  farm  about  a  year  and  a  half  before  they 
came  to  the  Farm  Security  office.     They  had  expected  the  bank,  which  held  the 
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mortgage  on  their  place,  to  furnish  equipment,  and  the  "bank  had  not  done  so.  So  they 
had  been  unable  to  grow  feed  for  the  livestock  they  formerly  had.     The  cows,  the 
chickens,  and  the  pig  all  had  to  go. 

These  and  many  other  "background  facts  guided  the  farm  supervisor  and  the  home 
management  supervisor  when  they  sat  down  with  the  "D"  family  and  worked  out  a  Five- 
Year  Plan.    A  loan  was  plainly  indicated,  hut  it  was  necessary  to  determine  the 
amount  very  carefully  before  it  could  be  approved. 

The  plan  for  the  first  year  was  worked  out  in  complete  detail.     It  included 
not  only  the  farm  business,  but  the  management  of  the  farm  family  living.     That  Was 
where  Mrs.  D.  entered  the  picture. 

They  were  guided  by  the  minimum  adequate  diet  requirements  set  up  by  the 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics.     They  estimated  how  much  land  should  be  planted  to  raise 
the  necessary  vegetables,  how  many  chickens  would  be  needed  for  meat  and  eggs,  how 
much  milk  the  children  ought  to  have,  and  what  must  be'. bought.     Other  living  ex- 
penses were  also  gone  over. 

Perhaps  you'll  be  interested  in  some  of  these  estimates:  $15  for  clothes, 
(because  they  had  some  things  and  were  to  be  given  some);  $25  for  personal  needs, 
such  as  the  barber,  tobacco,  toilet  supplies;  $7  for  medical  care;  $17  for  oper- 
ating expenses  such  as  kerosene  and  soap  (wood  was  cut  on  the  place);  $2  for  a  farm 
magazine  subscription;  and  a  little  over  $8  for  miscellaneous  things.     Some  day, 
the  wife  said,  she  hoped  she  could  go  to  church  and  would  then  have  to  put  church 
dues  into  the  spending  plan.  (These  expenditures  were  for  a  year. ) 

The  Farm  Security  workers  then  discussed  with  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  what  live- 
stock, feed,  and  tools  would  be  purchased  out  of  the  loan,  how  much  return  per  year 
the  farmer  could  expect  from  his  dairy,  and  when  and  how  much  repayment  would  be 
possible . 

The  farm  plan  included  planting  corn,  hay,  potatoes,  and  a  kitchen  garden. 
Jars  and  cans  for  food  preservation  presented  a  problem,  and  a  small  allov/ance  was 
made  for  this  in  the  estimate.     They  planned  to  buy  11  cows  to  start  the  dairy 
business,  2  horses  for  farm  work,  100  baby  chicks,  and  one  hog. 

Their  figuring  finally  showed  that  farm  and  family  operating  expenses  could 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  dairy  business  when  it  was  once  established.     The  family  had 
to  be  tided  over  the  period  between  the  time  of  receiving  help  and  the  time  the 
first  garden  products  were  ready.    A  three-months  "grant"  of  $90  was  allowed.  The 
father  was  assured  a  job  for  the  fall  in  addition  to  his  farm  income-  driving  the 
school  bus. 

A  loan  of  $915  for  purchasing  equipment  and  livestock  and  clearing  off  the 
most  pressing  debts  was  approved.     The  farmer  agreed  to  follow  the  farming  plan  out- 
lined and  to  repay  the  loan  in  small  installments  after  the  first  year.     This  they 
were  able  to  do  at  the  rate  of  $9  a  month  by  September,  1936,  and  they  have  kept  on 
steadily  without  interruption. 

The  "D's"  went  through  the  winter  of  1936-1937  without  any  help,  living  on 
earned  income  and  their  canned  and  stored  food.     They  made  a  plan  with  the  help  of 
the  farm  and  home  management  supervisors  for  the  second  year,  and  by  October,  1937, 
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the  family  status,  or  "net  worth"  had  risen  from  a  "minus"  in  1935  to  $286.50-  partly 
represented  in  their  stock  and  equipment  and  debts  cleared.     For  the  third  year, 
just  completed,  they  made  their  own  plan,  and  the  supervisor  who  visited  them  in 
August,  1938,  reported  that  they  had  an  excellent  garden,  a  great  improvement  on 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  that  they  were  planning  on  "beef  for  the  winter,  that  the 
canning  program  was  started,  the  haying  was  done,  including  extra  hay  cut  on  another 
farm  which  helped  to  take  care  of  interest  due  at  the  hank;   that  account  "books  were 
kept  accurately,  expenses  were  kept  within  the  "budget,  and  that  wood  was  cut  for  the 
winter.    Plans  were  also  under  way  for  roof  repair  and  other  household  improvements 
that  had  had  to  be  put  off  while  the  family  worked  itself  slowly  out  of  its  former 
situation. 

It's  no  wonder  the  "D's"  have  something  to  "be  thankful  for  today! 
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